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KEMERTON INDUSTRIAL PARK 
Statement by Minister for Resources and Assisting the Minister for State Development 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre - Minister for Resources and Assisting the Minister for State 
Development) [12.02 pm]:  I would like to inform the house of my recent ministerial visit to the south west, 
where I undertook an inspection of the Kemerton industrial area.  The Carpenter government is committed to 
planning for, growing and developing infrastructure in particular strategic areas for the development of heavy 
industry that will meet the state’s needs into the future.  The Treasurer has indicated that the government will 
continue with its successful policy of using the surplus to build infrastructure and cut debt.  It is critical to the 
continuing development of the Western Australian resources sector that industry be able to access quality 
industrial land.  This government will set the framework that will lay the foundations for new and viable 
industrial development for future generations. 

The Kwinana industrial area, now 51 years old, is the state’s key strategic industrial area, contributing over 
$4 billion annually to the state’s economy, and employing directly and indirectly many thousands of people.  
With Kwinana having reached maturity, the industrial core is becoming short of land on which to locate new 
resource processing industries.  East Rockingham, which links with the southern end of the Kwinana industrial 
area, will allow some 200 hectares for heavy industry, though nearby residential suburbs may dictate the types of 
industry that can be accommodated, ruling out the heavier types of resource processing.  

With the Kwinana and East Rockingham industrial park now having few large sites available, the next nearest 
heavy industrial estate to the Perth metropolitan area is Kemerton Industrial Park, 160 kilometres south of Perth.  
The 7 500 hectare Kemerton site is of particular importance because of its proximity to Perth and Bunbury.  It 
has major transport links to Fremantle and the port of Bunbury, and has provision for a rail link, high-voltage 
power and access to natural gas.  It is situated close to deposits of bauxite-alumina, coal, mineral and silica 
sands, and timber resources.  Two thousand hectares will be set aside for primary and heavy industrial use.  A 
large buffer will constitute the remaining area.  An updated structure plan has been undertaken and will be 
released for public comment shortly.  The structure plan will identify locations that could be further investigated 
for other uses, such as animal processing industries.   

The Kemerton Industrial Park will be a world-class industrial estate and is part of the Carpenter government’s 
infrastructure strategy for infrastructure development over the next 20 years.  This government continues its 
steadfast commitment to looking well ahead, planning for the future for all Western Australians well beyond the 
boom.  This government is continuing its successful policy of using the current economic success to build 
infrastructure and cut debt.  I am confident the further development of the Kemerton Industrial Park will be part 
of this success. 
 


